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Order No. 21IGF-17 of 30 March 2021 

by the President of the International Grappling Federation
CODE OF ETHICS AND DISCIPLINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL GRAPPLING FEDERATION
I. GENERAL PART 
1. The purpose of the Code of Ethics and Discipline of the International Grappling Federation (hereinafter – the Code) is to establish the principles of fair play, standards of fair and disciplinary conduct, and to prevent any actions that affect or may negatively affect the image of grappling as a sport in society.
2. This Code has been developed in accordance with the International Rules of Grappling Wrestling, the Statutes of the International Grappling Federation, as well as national and international legislation governing sports culture and ethics. 
II. APPLICATION AND VALIDITY OF THE CODE
3. This Code applies and must be followed by all members of the International Grappling Federation, including Athletes, Coaches, Team Members / Staff, Referees, Federation Administration, Federation Governing Bodies, etc.

4. Members of the International Grappling Federation must comply with the provisions of this Code everywhere, including during ongoing events (competitions, championships, trainings, camps, seminars, etc.) and at any other time. 

III. PRINCIPLES AND RULES OF ETHICS AND DISCIPLINE
5. Members of the International Grappling Federation shall be bound by the Code principles of fairness, integrity, equality, respect for individual rights, integrity, reliability, impartiality, avoidance of conflicts of interest, democracy, transparency, accountability and morality in the practice of grappling and / or in any activity related to such sport. 
5.1. The principles of grappling moral code of conduct consist of:

5.1.1. Politeness is to act everywhere and at all times in such a way as to establish appropriate standards of conduct in relation to each other. Cultural communication, showing respect, correct posture, knowledge of etiquette, decency are some of the main factors influencing politeness.

5.1.2. Courage is a personality trait that allows a person to act decisively to achieve a goal in a specific (usually difficult, extreme) situation. A brave person is characterised by such qualities as determination, initiative, self-control and self-confidence. Courage can be demonstrated not only by action (challenging a strong opponent for years), but also orally, i.e. speaking openly, even though one knows the majority will not agree with them. A person usually does so in the interests not only of oneself but also of other people and society.

5.1.3. Sincerity is the foundation of a relationship that leads to understanding and trust. The opposite of lies and hypocrisy. A sincere person is someone who shows goodwill, is heartfelt, open.

5.1.4. Self-control is self-discipline, composure. This is a personality trait that usually manifests itself in a difficult, awkward situation when making decisions or actions. Self-control helps to avoid unreasonable and ill-considered decisions. A person with a high degree of self-control is usually described as a cold-blooded person with strong nerves.

5.1.5. Honour is a publicly recognized respect for merit, high achievements, noble works and deeds. Honour cannot be taken away, it can only be lost.

5.1.6. Modesty – Humility. A modest person avoids bragging about their abilities, achievements and wealth.

5.1.7. Friendship – everyone values ​​it in their own way. These are usually strong relationships based on trust, openness, sincerity, emotions, secrets, attachment. Friendship is created, encouraged, nurtured.

5.1.8. Respect – this is a quality of behaviour that is expressed in high esteem, recognition, and at the same time a certain appreciation to the other person for their efforts, knowledge or dedication. In sports, respect is often equated with the word “noble behaviour”.
6. Members of the International Grappling Federation must promote fair play and do nothing that could discredit the sport of grappling or damage the image of the sport.

7. Members of the International Grappling Federation must respect human rights and legitimate interests, act politely and respectfully, and do not degrade the dignity of others. 
8. A violation of this Code is any inappropriate or unsportsmanlike conduct, such as: 
8.1. discrimination based on origin, race, nationality, religion, language, sex, sexual orientation, political opinion, marital status or other personal circumstances or characteristics;

8.2. incitement to hatred and / or violence (psychological, physical), hooligan or aggressive actions, use of uncensored, offensive or threatening words and / or gestures and / or actions;

8.3. any use of psychological violence;

8.4. any use of physical force (force), except when such actions are intended to prevent illegal actions, to protect oneself or other persons;

8.5. the use of doping or other prohibited substances, as well as any other violation of the principles of fair play.
8.6. drinking and / or being under the influence of alcohol during the event;

8.7. direct or indirect taking, requesting, demanding, proposing, providing, agreeing to give or agreeing to accept or transfer any form of remuneration that could be considered as a means of influencing the outcome or conduct of a competition, as well as any other act that violates sports ethics, the aim is to influence the results or course of the competition;

8.8. Failure to comply with decisions or requirements of the bodies of the International Grappling Federation;

8.9. Direct or indirect accusation of bias or doubt of the integrity of the International Grappling Federation, competition organisers or referees in public statements, in the absence of sufficiently substantiated objective evidence;

8.10. insulting other members of the International Grappling Federation or participants in events in public speeches;

8.11. preparing for or attempting to perform any of the above actions.

IV. IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY PENALTIES
9. Violations of this Code of Ethics may result in the following disciplinary sanctions against members of the International Grappling Federation:

9.1. warning;

9.2. disqualification (missing a match);

9.3. deduction of awards (prizes, titles, bonuses, etc.);

9.4. removal from the International Grappling Federation (removal from the lists of members) or from a senior position in the International Grappling Federation;

10. A warning is a written reminder of a commitment to ethical and disciplinary requirements, warning of the possible imposition of more severe sanctions in the event of repeated non-compliance.
11. Disqualification (missing a match) is a ban on participating in a specific tournament or all competitions, or a ban on participating in a competition for a certain period of time.

12. A member of the International Grappling Federation, who is subject to a sanction of forfeiture of awards (prizes, titles, bonuses, etc.), must return all awards specified in the relevant decision, including monetary funds received and items of symbolic significance (medals, cups, etc.). The title previously awarded to or won by the subject may also be revoked. 
13. A member of the International Grappling Federation shall be removed from the Federation and removed from the lists of members.

14. Disciplinary sanctions are applied regardless of the form of guilt (intentional or negligent) of the person who committed the violation, but the form of guilt may influence the choice of the type of disciplinary sanction. When imposing a disciplinary sanction, the nature of the violation committed, the property or non-property damage caused and other relevant circumstances must also be taken into account. 
15. More than one sanction may be imposed on a person for the same violation.

16. A penalty imposed by a referee during a competition for non-compliance with the rules of the competition shall not prevent the imposition of a disciplinary penalty under the Code for the same violation.

17. Circumstances of violation of ethics and discipline are investigated and violations are established by the Ethics and Discipline Commission, and a disciplinary sanction is imposed by the President of the International Grappling Federation. 

V. FINAL PROVISIONS
27. The Code is approved by order of the President of the Federation. It can be changed if necessary. Any additions, amendments or violations of the Code must be addressed in writing to the Ethics Commission or the President of the Federation. The received application is considered at an ordinary or extraordinary meeting of the commission. The President of the Federation and the applicant shall be informed of the decisions taken.

28. The Code is a document implementing the requirements of the Federation and is binding on all persons participating in the activities of the Federation.
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